Campesino 3rd Pass 4/10/06 4:41 PM Page $

Emergence

Mayan Roots, Mexican Branches,
Nicaraguan Fruit

Farmers helping their brothers, so that they can help themselves . . .
to find solutions and not be dependent on a technician or
on the bank. That is Campesino a Campesino.

—Argelio Gonzdlez, Santa Lucia, Nicaragua, 1991

Farmer-Led Alternative Agriculture and Popular Education

N 1961, TWO YEARS AFTER the Cuban Revolution, U.S. president John
E Kennedy announced the “Alliance for Progress” in an effort to counter
the rising revolutionary tide in Latin America (1961)."! Under U.S. leader-
ship, economic development was to lift the region from poverty and back-
wardness, forming a bulwark of democracy against communism. Though
not completely as a result of the Alliance for Progress, the 1960s did usher
in an era of unprecedented economic growth in Latin America, but it was
growth without significant social reform. The newly generated wealth was
concentrated in the hands of elites. It widened the gap between the rich and
the poor and led to explosive political unrest. In response, many Latin
American regimes unleashed a wave of military repression upon their own
civilian populations. The United States frequently provided counterinsur-
gency training and economic support to repressive governments. While
Marxist politicomilitary organizations waged guerrilla war and focused on
the overthrow of the state, so-called Popular Movements mobilized hun-
dreds of thousands of campesinos and poor urban dwellers for social change
(Sinclair and Nash 1995; Winn 1997).
During this convulsive period, the Second Vatican Council of Medellin,
Colombia, in 1971 took a “preferential option for the poor” grounded in
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