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This year Food First dug in its heels for Food Sovereignty defined as people’s right to healthy and culturally 
appropriate food produced through equitable, ecologically sound and sustainable methods. Food sovereignty 
is our right to determine our own food systems. It puts people—not international markets or corporate mega-

profits—at the heart of food and development policies. 

In 2006 we launched Building Local Agri-Foods Systems, a new program to highlight and support food justice 
groups in the U.S. that are fighting for healthy, affordable food in low-income communities and communities of color. 
Our work focuses on building local food systems that reinvest the food dollar in the community. Food First’s “added 
value” is our ability to produce information that helps farmers and consumers overcome the “industrial agri-foods 
divide” by building and managing their own food systems. This year we worked with food activists to establish a Food 
Policy Council in Oakland, California, a Food and Fitness Collaborative, and a Food System Assessment research 
group in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Our Farmers Forging Food Sovereignty program—also new this year—supports farmer-driven agroecological 
alternatives worldwide. This program engages with farmers movements for food sovereignty and sustainable agricul-
ture. This year, we worked with the Campesino a Campesino Movement of Latin America to bring their successes 
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Food Sovereignty Tops Food First’s Agenda

On March 25, 2006 over one million people gathered in Los Angeles to protest against a proposed anti-Immigrant law! 




